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2018 Farm Bill (P.L. 115-334) Primer Series: A Guide to Farm and Food Legislation

Introduction

This report sulmmaFoezas predncoemmapfephartelde byr €RiSa
and potheiemached Agmitc Aktund DOdRolx.8M@EE far m bi
The President signed the 2018 farm bill into 1 ayv
aut horized under prior 1law, tRPe L2TIwedrfear m bill (
schedul ed t ol ne xtphiirsemeivide a2f0,lc&.mmodi ty support prog
reverted to permanently authorized legislation f
been enacted. The 2018 fusrtmolfi Ifla ramoemsmidh if wso dt Ipeo I ¢
2014 fbhbymrbabthorizing many of the ex,isting prosg
Congress modified ekewd¢d migs pm gtgar aamrseda tswehiddew omr o g
anmdottpn e authoratwwhar progr ams.

The £ttt bisthe deddaedsl rgoolvee rinnmetnhtea nadgmradl t ur al

economic dltvedlopmeamgst ablishes the parameters for
assistance sprdgrsamams Thezed in this report are or
descriptive headings to faciulniftaamiidtilmatchees ssitbriu a tt u

o

nd broad otfoptihceadfmatrem tchhi I[112 i ndividual titles.

Thepei mares i ttoe s & aydnarcekfse rae n coen rtehseo ifpacrenMebmblelr s o f
Congyrecsompand eccosn gr e s s i ontahle sset apfefn d nTeot i yh ¢ asd demeds, s
leading programs and policies within individual

Thegrithearssted herein also provide references to ac
explore a specific farm bill topic area in great
individual pr otgirbajmg tolr e pswifmmahreladficedr d elsiclr i pt i ons o

ofts proe@RsSi cRresp,or Th R45G6L28 ,Far-;i3B8) 1] Sthhmbryl bhnd
Sideéide Compaosdosdmnated by Mark A. McMini my
This report 29 df@manr ibzielsl tphrei mers 1 isted bel ow whi
thepfoldbhdhis report .Ssmmarti ecso mpfr eaekidhlislti ivieesn ad d pe d n
as they become available.

e 20F&rm Bill Primer: What [Is the Farm Bill?

e 2018 FarmerrBi I ThePrHEarm Safety Net

e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Title I Commodity Pr o,
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: ARC and PLC Support P
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Marketing Assistance
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Program EIligibility a.
e 2018 HFialrim Pri mer: Dairy Programs

e 2018 Farm Bill Primevr: Title Il Conservation
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Agricultural Trade an.
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: SNAP and Nutvrition Ti.
e 2018 Farm BégilnPiringmekFar mers and Ranchervrs

e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Vet eran Far mers and Ra
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Support for Indian Tri
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Rural Devel opment Pr o,
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Support for Urban Agr
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Support for Local Foo
e 2018 Farm BgihicPhrtimeal Research and Extensior
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Energy Title
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Farm Bill Primer: Hemp Cultivation and

2018
e 2018 Farm Bill Primer: Specialty Crops and O

Overview o0of Individual Report

Far m Bvielrlvi ew

CRS In Foc@9IBFFrYWm6 Bill Pri me,r :byVhRetnéles Joilen sFoaw
and Jim Monke

Thpsimeovides an overview of the farm bill. I n p
agriculture and nutrition policy that the farm t
of the evolution of theoprimemthetlreoithws pses mat
the curffemm Ri0dld8d blyr ¢ até d teo at apnpds npdrionjge ct ed outl ay
major categories of mandatory program spending.

Commodity Programs and Farm Support

CRS In Focid9IBFFuym3, Bill Primerhy TRehdaupfm Safet)

The fddamals Epfreawi cheest ri sk protection and financi
three components of the farm safety net are (1)
and (3) disaster assistancofpAggiamd tuTke (USPDA)I
the farm safety net m& esgervaenmrsa.l Tnhoed i2f0ilc8a tfiaornns btiol I
programsvethet flaa m srageltgc tn.et

CRS In Focid9IBFFuyemd Bill Primer:, ThylRaddYYommodi
Schnepf

Commodity programs have historicaptgvbdemgan es s
vairious forms ofBlpevefine punpgoarm design and the
cmmodities have varied over ti me Pwiotvhi scihoannsg ionfg n
Ti tdfe tlthe 2 0alu8t hfoarrine eb iclolmmodi ty revenue -support |
202P3rroducers must meet el igibeillitdemmedut yements
programs and are subject to annual payment 11 mit

CRS In Focid9IBFFuyeml Bill Primer: ARCbynHRawPdY Suryp
Schnepf

Th2018 farm DbRdil cse x@eewedrsa gteche( PLC) and Agricultur.
(ARC) pwoghamertain modi fpircoavtiidoen si.n cIchmes es upprpoogrrta n
commodities at levels abovMartkleds smrgiltocagmcper ot ect i or
( MAL) pyolgoam rates. Participation is free for b
must sign up andafedi®rmhi ARC€rocaPLbaferacres

CRS In Focida9IBFFutyem2 Bill Psriismtearrrc eMalokadwtyi lirgo gArsa m
Randy Schnepf

The MAL program has been a significlhSalDtA feature o
opes aMAL, pwhveHes both a floor price and interir
The 2018c¢c Xtaagund MALHpr @@ d2f0n2 3f obrut wi th upward adju
loan rates for selected crops
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CRS In Foc@9IBFFurYG@mS Bill Primer: Progyrabmy EIl i gi bi
Randy SchnepStuaumhbls Me gan

Since 1970, Congress has used various policies t
program payments and how much an individual reci
singl Bhegea@l8a fimbdnehi gl bility requirements for b
farm programs and annual payment 1imatnd that var
cons e rpwaotgircamms .

CRS In Foc@9 1IBFFuWwSSnBirll DB i,r yb yP rdoogerla ms. Gr e e ne

Uu. S. dairy producers have faced low milk prices
significant defpamiBhee@ 0fB8omadmnb wl paowsggabn i s hes
Dairy Mar gi bMECpwlvieadregicisgned t o improve the safety
DMQG e pelsahce Mar gin Prarttiksc taiuotnh oPfriozgerda i@ 0 28al endar

Conservation

CRS In Focld@9 IBHEFRB¥YD, Primer: Title b OClemgsaarvat.i
Stubbs

The 2018adtaranr badd programs and provisions that
addressing environmental resactedadbeshddi ze on pr
amesmd number of ex1i setxinsgt ipmr® gpraang sfaudnidrsee setiatr lvierms | S
consertvatliegn asnd bandegktvtralzel evel of funding for t]

Trade, Export Promotion, and Food Aid

CRS In Foc@9 IBF¥Fu2m3 Bill Primer: Agri,cublyt ural Ti
Ani ta Regmi and Al yssa R. Casey

Title TII ofit &epur@odglr8a nfsa rdne sbiiglnled t o alleviate h
foodr stywhid epmufgoa ei gn markets for U. S. agricult
manufacturers. Title III covers international foc
programs, export mar ket devel op meencth mpircoaglr a ms , ar
exchange programs and provisions.

Domestic Food Assistance

CRS In Foce@9Y9 IBFF¥FuO87 Bill Primer: SNAPbwnd Nutvri-t
Randy Alison Aussenberg and Kara Clifford Billin

The Nutrition title of the farm bill reauthori ze
progt hmeFulghh2 3 THood assistianncden dper daghrea Ssuppl e ment al
Assistance Program (SNAP, f orrmearilny otthhee rF opordo gSrtaamm
admini sUSDP% dF boyd and Nutrition Service.

Beginandg VeFearmemrs and Ranchers

CRS In Foc@9Y9 IBFF¥Fu2wm7 Bill Primer: BegbmnnRregnéEar me
Johnson and Tadlock Cowan

The 2018 farm bill reathhowppeets nad zxpabhdgi

pmo g
and ranchers (BFRs). AlUSDpurgohg MBdkfmkss,2 @t & £di1mibilkl
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specifical hnge eadBH Rlsfaslspeiso vi des targeted support to
groups, 1dincluding those based on certain demogra
as well as hreotpbderhbhdwdharvser ved (e. g., limited
di sadednffargmer s ) .

CRS In Foce@9 IBFFuEmM3 Bill Pri mer: Vebagr RenFer mer s
Johnson

The 2018prfavimddsg lddditional support for U.S. mi 1
ageruil t ure bye r x gptr mogglivhgp soindne § ¢ ursosgersa nps admi ni stere
USDAhmptovide financial and resource management s
imo farming or ranching and t ol naessssiesst atsh epm ritn onfa
larger effort to support BFRs.

Indian Tribes

CRS In Foc®@9 IBFF¥Fu28:7 Bill Primevr,> bSyuplpeowéte floorh nsno
and Tadlock Cowan

The 201 8e f moromed xbiisltli ng progr ¥MDAadmi supperedpbwpdu
economic and community development, and nutritioc
pr odulcnergsener al, Native American producers and r
avail althe meaonscahinddress i dents | i.fhipsgi mdentt 1 eareas

pr oviisni otnhse 2 Ot1h8a taf iaanserplebciildli cadppyorting Indian tri

Rural Devel opment

CRS In Foc@Y9 IBFFu2wmS Bill Primer: ,RibryalTalddwalko p me
Cowan

The Rural Deofe Ridipfathernnta dbtdid@lses al and regional deve
issTkes . 2018 farm bill amendse=nsptrroegg wrtmisroafliozre s a
busiegse ssural 1infraséamnhiocutsuirneg daenvde | coogpammednnti,t y faci l i
aut horizes severadll medw dihmigthigdt.mee s

Urban Agriculture and Local Food Systc«

CRS In Foce9 IBFFu2m0 Bill Pri mer: ,Sulpypy oRenéer Ur 1
Johnson and Tadlock Cowan

Over the past decade, food policy in the United
consumer preferencets faanvdo rp rloodcuwcl e ra ntdr erliedesi hotnhaal f o
faciliinttadegd ecul tural productionpirmvirdlkan areas.
additional support for urban, indgetheymand ot her
creating ned Ppu tolgdapmsa vaisdiamgl additional funding.

CRS In Foc@9 IBFFu25m2 Bill Primer: SupporiRtenfeeer L o
Johnson, Tadlock Cowan, and Randy Alison Aussenb

I n ryecgomhda nigne sc ons umer agreifceprietntdimdmesnive nd ncreasingly
emphaboegeld and ,r eagndo nla.l1S .f ofoodssd pol i cy. hTahse res pon
2018 faombbné¢és and expands e xiUsStDiAn 8¢ hprogr dms adr
financial and technical assistanoecfadsdbotidl anc
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provides addioutrriboanna la gsruipcpuwolrttur e , thus further exp
Systems.

Agricultural Research and Extension

CRS In Foc@9 IBFFuiIm9 Bill Primevr: Agr,i chuyl t ur al R
Genevieve K. Croft

Title VII of rtelmant h@OIr§ zfeasr, m abtmelnld s , and adds new |
USDA research, educat ibhmps iamde retxit feinessi osnp eaccit fi ivad tp o
and program initiativesthhee2drieBassf.anm bill makes

Agricultural Energy

CRS In Foc @9 IBFV¥FUro6e63Im9 Bill PrbmeKelEne Bgnpnchionwtke

ThEner gy t2i0tll8e fianr ntphbeii Imle nfi d gppo®s t for— renewable
particul aerrleyl aatgerdia seunhetrugdlye as ener gy df@Dd¢Bency anc
farm bill reauthorizes eight energy programs and
progstahm Carbon Utilization andtBeoRepoWduncagi on
Assistance Program -Swmflfit die REUymrlindknsecaugsysveSse 1 f

funding thep2dvfi8ddrd satrhne sbei Iplr o gr ams oard. howmet his h

Horticulture

CRS In Focae@d9 IBFFLG S8 Bill Pri mer: Heg mpy CRéE né eat i
J onhs o n

The 2018i falrund s 1d numheé e nfd€odipltiotvdatsd otnlke ¢ ommer ¢
cultivation, processing, mar ket ingAmoanngd tshaelsee o f
provisions heaowiet he xlcolw dleesveld 8¢ od h ¢ inie ¢c pfkryocnh oma t i j u
the statutory dationhe¢modiSédAmmear s j anadathde mp progr
anotpheothstbattes and nhinndtiearnf etrriinbge swiftrho t he transpor
products pr oduc ende w nUSalDcAc o redqauni cree nveintt hs .

CRS In Foce@9Y9 IBFF¥u3y3ywm7 Bill Primer: Specjabyy Crop:s

Renée Johnson

The 2018r dautmhddil dsexdsd i ng programs and policie:

USDAhaupport fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, and
other specialty crops. A range of initiatives su
pl ant pseesats ea npdr edient i on, and public rsamdarch. Th

expsaenxdi sting suppotti ffed UBBAnic agricultural pr

Aut hor Information

Mark A. McMinimy
Section Research Manager
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Discl ai mer

This document waprepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report shotlerrelied upon for purposes other

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Report s
subject to copyght protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permissgithe copyright holder if you wish to

copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.
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